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FAMILY COURT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA — 
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY ACCESS — NEWMAN 

Statement by Attorney General 
MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [12.11 pm]: I am very pleased to report to the house on an 
Australian-first initiative by the Family Court of Western Australia, which recently went to Newman in the Pilbara 
for a week to make family law more accessible to local Aboriginal families. The Chief Judge of the Family Court 
of Western Australia, Hon Justice Stephen Thackray, initiated the visit following an earlier visit to the area as the 
patron of the Aboriginal Male’s Healing Centre, a Newman-based service aimed at breaking the cycle of domestic 
violence involving Indigenous people. His Honour found that local people, upon learning of his presence, were 
keen to seek advice on family law matters. 
After consultation with the community and elders, a visit was arranged by the Chief Judge and a family law 
magistrate, Eric Martino, with lawyers from Legal Aid WA, the Aboriginal Legal Service, Aboriginal Family Law 
Services and the Pilbara Community Legal Service. The visit was supported by a counsellor from the Family 
Court, a domestic violence worker, a housing and homelessness adviser, and an Aboriginal community support 
officer. Justice Thackray advises that using an informal approach, not requiring people to schedule an appointment 
or complete any paperwork, made the program a success. The court engaged an interpreter who speaks the local 
languages to assist those who cannot usually access the court system due to language barriers. Many of the people 
who accessed the service reported they had never sought legal advice or been to a court before. Justice Thackray 
advised that apart from consulting with Aboriginal elders and holding a public open forum, the visitors worked 
with local service providers to enhance the community’s access to the court. The team also participated in the 
celebration of National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Children’s Day at Boomerang Oval, at which the 
Chief Judge presented prizes to children who participated in a colouring-in competition organised by 
Aboriginal Family Law Services. 
A return visit to Newman is planned for late November 2018 to provide further services, track the program’s 
progress and have further consultation with Aboriginal elders and service providers. One of the aims of the 
initiative, His Honour advises, is to help keep Aboriginal children away from the child protection system by 
allowing Family Court orders to be made to keep children safe within existing family structures. The Chief Judge 
considers it especially symbolic that the first family to obtain a court order from this new service was headed up 
by one of the most senior Aboriginal men of the Western Desert and his wife, both of whom are renowned artists 
with works on display in galleries around Australia and overseas. They have generously given permission for their 
story to be told so as to promote the use of the service by other Aboriginal families in the Pilbara. 
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